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# Deplatform Icke 
How Big Tech powers and profi ts from  David 
Ickeʦs lies and hate , and why it  must stop  
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CCDH find s practical solutions  to the  instrumentalisation  of identity -based 
hate  to polarise and undermine  democracies  worldwide . 
Hateful discourse  harden s differences , coarsens the public sphere  and leads 
to anger and violence.  
Proponents  of  hate are qui ck to adopt new techniques and  technolog ies, 
particularly social media, to spread their ideas and beliefs . 
We have seen it  in the UK and US, throughout Europe, and further afield ʛ 
from Brazil to Nigeria , India to Israel . 
Populist politicians  have allied wit h haters  to gain new advocates and troll 
armies to harass opponents and institutions that provide checks and 
balances in  liberal states , like the media and judici ary . If we do not deal with 
this threat , it threatens to undermine  our democracies. 
CCDH works with  practitioners in diverse fields , such as political science, 
behavioural science , the law, countering violent extremism and 
counterterrorism, child protection  and identity -based hate  to develop  
strategies that  strengthen tolerance, libe ralism and demo cracy, and 
counterstrategies to the new forms of political hate . 
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Introduction  
For many people, David Icke is a joke , 
whose public life ended when he 
declared himself the ʣson of Godʤ live on 
the BBC thirty years ago . 
In truth that intervi ew was the start of a 
new and profitable career as a 
professional conspiracy theorist , in 
which  Icke has spent decades promoting 
bigotry  and misinformation . 
Ickeʦs popularity was turbocharged  by  
social media , where  he has an audience 
of two million followers . His website is 
one of the 1,000 most popular in the UK . 
Recent polling by Hope Not Hate 
revealed that more than half  of the UK 
population have heard of Icke . 
The COVID-19 pandemic , however , has 
clarified the threat  David Icke poses to 
public safety . His conspiracy theories 
about COVID-19 have been viewed over 
30 million ti mes on social media, making 
him the leading pr oducer of 
misinformation on the disease.  
Taken together, his  videos  outline  a 
ʣǮǾǤŽǧŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤ in which  COVID-19 
does not exist and has been invented by 
œ ʣƓƵǇůœƵ ŰǾƵǸʤ to justify the imposition of 
an ʣµǧșŽƵƵƞœƽ ƓƵǇůœƵ ǮǸœǸŽʤʀ ªƞƵƵƞǇƽǮ ƚœȘŽ 
watched Icke explain how Bill Gates and 
the Jewish Rothschilds form part of that 
cult, and how 5G networks and vaccines 
are the real cause of COVID-19. 
This is having real world consequences. 
In the UK, there was  a wave of arson 
attacks on 5G phone masts after  videos 
of Icke falsely link ing them to COVID-19 
were shared in Facebook groups , 
amassing millions of views . In North 
America, anti-lockdown protestors have 
cited David Icke as their  inspiration.  
Research by  Dr Daniel Allington 
published by CCDH shows that those 
who are persuaded by conspiracy 

theories are less li kely to follow the 
ƓǇȘŽǧƽƼŽƽǸʦǮ ƓǾƞŶœƽŰŽ ǸǇ șœǮƚ ǸƚŽƞǧ 
hands regularly, stay at home and 
socially distance.  
Icke profits from all this misinformation . 
His YouTube videos generate  ad revenue 
both from Google Ads and from his  
sponsor, an investment firm seeking to 
ŽȞǤƵǇƞǸ ǸƚŽ ǤœǧœƽǇƞœ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ ƒǇƵƵǇșŽǧǮʀ  
Social media platforms profit from 
hosting Icke too. His audience o f over 
two million followers could be worth up 
to $23.8  million in annual revenue,  
primarily generate d by advertisers 
ǮŽŽƲƞƽƓ ǸǇ ǧŽœŰƚ mŰƲŽʦǮ ƒœƽǮ œǮ șŽƵƵ œǮ 
the money Icke and his collaborators 
spend to reach a wider audience. 
Facebook and Twitter even al low 
advertisers to target people with an 
interest in Icke and 5G.  Meanwhile , 
Amazon and Apple  TV sell access to 
videos in which Icke promotes 
antisemitic conspiracy theories, denies 
climate change is real and encourages 
people t o refuse vaccinations.  
Removing this content in a piecemeal 
fashion will not work . YouTube 
attempted  this with the removal of just 
ǮǇƼŽ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ Ǉƽ ɋb ƞƽ ŽœǧƵȟ 
April, only to leave his misinformation 
network intact and able to launch a 
recruitment drive that gained over 
320,000 followers in a week.  
We have seen that if they want, soci al 
media companies can act . Alex Jones, the 
propri etor of US ʥfake newsʦ outlet 
InfoWars, was deplatform ed by social 
media companies for hi s hate and 
misinformatio n. The only way to rein  in 
Ickeʦs hate and misinformation is to 
deplat for m him now , before inaction on 
his lies and hate end up costing lives.  
Imran Ahmed  
CEO, CCDH 
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David Icke is the leading  producer of 
COVID-19 misinformation
DœȘƞŶ mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰǇƽspiracy theories about 
the coronavirus have been viewed over  
30 million times  across social media . His 
videos are popular on every major social 
network, and spread misinformation  
about the coronavirus, i ncluding denying 
its existence .1 
These videos present  an overarching 
ʣǮǾǤŽǧŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤ ǸƚœǸ >µĆmD-19 does 
not even exist and has been invented by 
œ ʣƓƵǇůœƵ ŰǾƵǸʤ ƞƽ ǇǧŶŽǧ ǸǇ ƯǾǮǸƞƒȟ ǸƚŽ 
ƞƼǤǇǮƞǸƞǇƽ Ǉƒ œ ʣůŽȟǇƽŶ µǧșŽƵƵƞœƽ ƓƵǇůœƵ 
ǮǸœǸŽʤʀ ªƞƵƵƞǇƽǮ ƚœȘŽ șœǸŰƚŽŶ Icke 
explain how Bill Gates and the 
Rothschilds form part of that cult , and 
how 5G networks and vaccines have 
made people more vulnerable to the 
disease. 
These figure s are based on an analysis 
of videos that feature Icke speaking 
about the coronavirus on YouTube, 
Facebook and Instagram, available as a 
dataset accompanying this report . Some 
of these videos œǧŽ ǤǇǮǸŽŶ ǸǇ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
personal accounts, while others are 
posted by collaborators and supporters 
detailed later in this document.  
This reach is possible thanks to a social 
media following of over 2 million fans, 
built over a period of eleven years. Icke 
has gained an extra 3 70,000 followers 
since March by taking a leading role in 
promo ting coronavirus misinformation. 
=ǾǸ mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœcy theories are likely 
to have reached many more people than 
these numbers sugg est, as Twitter and 
Facebook do not reveal how many 
people see the memes and articles that 
Icke posts to those social network s daily.  
ÜǇŰƞœƵ ƼŽŶƞœ ƞǮ ƚŽƵǤƞƽƓ ŶǧƞȘŽ mŰƲŽʦǮ ǧŽœƵ-
world popularity. New polling from Hope 
Not Hate shows Icke is the most well -

known conspiracy theorist in the UK : 51 
percent of respondents had heard of him 
and 12 percent said they had read his 
books or w atched his videos .2 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ƼǇǮǸ popular  coronavirus 
video  
One YouTube video in which Icke cla ims 
the Rothschilds were involved in 
planning the cor onavirus outbreak has 
been viewed 5. 9 million times ʛ enough 
to make it the 27 th most viewed video 
about coronavirus on the platform. 3 
mǸ ǧŽǤŽœǸǮ mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰǇǧŽ ŰƵœƞƼ ǸƚœǸ œ ʣƓƵǇůœƵ 
ŰǾƵǸʤ ƚœǮ ǤƵœƽƽŽŶ ǸƚŽ ŰǇronavirus 
ǇǾǸůǧŽœƲ ƞƽ ǇǧŶŽǧ ǸǇ ƞƼǤǇǮŽ œ ʣůŽȟǇƽŶ 
OrwelƵƞœƽ ƓƵǇůœƵ ǮǸœǸŽʤʀ mŰƲŽ œƵǮǇ ŰœǮǸ 
doubt on the spread and severity of the 
disease, saying  ʣǮǇƼŽǇƽŽ șƞǸƚ œƽ 
immune system in working order of any 
ƵŽȘŽƵ șƞƵƵ ƯǾǮǸ ǮșœǸ ƞǸ œșœȟʀʤ4 
The video has since been liked and 
shared over 3 76,000 times on Facebook.  
Real world consequences  
mŰƲŽʦǮ conspiracy theories are having 
real-world consequences. Icke  has 
promoted anti -5G network conspiracies 
since 2016, and analysis using 
CrowdTangle show his videos are 
popular in  anti -5G Facebook groups that 
have encouraged people to burn d own 
mobile phone masts across the UK.  
Polling by Ho pe Not Hate shows that his 
website is the most popular alter native 
news source for 5G conspiracists. 5 
mƽ ǸƚŽ ìÜɺ mŰƲŽʦǮ claim that COVID-19 is a 
hoax intended to justify a clampdown on 
personal freedoms appears to have 
influenced anti -lockdown protests 
out side state legislatures. One anti -
lockdown activist in Vanc ouver told The 
ÜǾƽ ƽŽșǮǤœǤŽǧ ǸƚœǸ ƚŽ ʣƞǮ ǤƵœƽƽƞƽƓ ǸǇ 
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ǮǤŽœƲ ǸǇ DœȘƞŶ mŰƲŽ ƞƽ ǸƚŽ ŰǇƼƞƽƓ ŶœȟǮʤ 
and had been inspired by his videos.  
Research from Dr  Daniel Allington at 
 ƞƽƓʦǮ >ǇƵƵŽƓŽ ¢ǇƽŶǇƽ ǮƚǇșs that people 
who believe false claims about the 
coronavirus , of which Icke is the  leading 
producer,  are more willing to ignore 
government advice on social distancing , 
staying at home, and regularly washing 
hands.6 
Icke on COVID-19 
 
ʣæƚŽǧŽ ƞǮ ƽǇ >µĆmD-19 ʛ it doŽǮƽʦǸ ŽȞƞǮǸʀʤ7 
ʣ>µĆmD-19, what they are showing you 
on a slide, is actually exosomes, part of 
ǸƚŽ ůǇŶƞŽǮʦ ƽœǸǾǧœƵ ŶŽǸǇȞƞƒƞŰœǸƞǇƽ 
systemɻ so we have a pandemic, it is 
claimed, by renaming a natural cellular  
ǧŽǮǤǇƽǮŽ ǮȟǮǸŽƼ ʥ>µĆmD-ɇɏʦʀʤ8 
ʣæƚƞǮ >µĆmD-19 scam, hoax has been 
designed to create in very fast time the 
very global centralisation of power that I 
have been highlighting for 30 years is 
ŰǇƼƞƽƓʀʤ9 
ʣæƚƞǮ șǇǧƵŶ ƞǮ ŰǇƽǸǧǇƵƵŽŶ ůȟ œ ŰǾƵǸɻ it 
wants to create a  beyond Orwellian 
global state ʀʤ10 
ʣæƚƞǮ ŰǾƵǸ ǸƚœǸ m say absolutely is behind 
șƚœǸʦǮ ƓǇƞƽƓ Ǉƽ ƚœǮ ƚœŶ œ ƵǇng-time 
ambition to create an economic 
ŰœǸœǮǸǧǇǤƚŽʀʤ11 
ʣm ƚœȘŽ ƽǇ ŶǇǾůǸ șƚœǸǮǇŽȘŽǧ ƒǧǇƼ Ƽȟ 
thirty years of full -time research into 
this, that this coron avirus situation, the 
Sabbatian Frankists [Jewish cultists] will 
ůŽ ůŽƚƞƽŶ ƞǸʀʤ12 
ʣThe Rockefeller Foundation obviously is 
a front for the Rockefeller family which 
is fundamentally involved with this 
global cult, in fact the Rothschilds and 
the Rockefellers  were the creators of the 
World Health Organisation ʀʤ13 
ʣBill Gates is one of the most sinister 
people on planet Earth ɻ ǸƚƞǮ ƞǮ șƚŽǧŽ 

the game is going: that you have this 
vaccine full of shite to control you and 
undermine your health so we can have 
more paƽŶŽƼƞŰǮɺ Ǉǧ ȟǇǾ ŰœƽʦǸ ƼƞȞ șƞǸƚ 
the rest of the comm unity, you can ʦǸ fly, 
etcetera . Now, this is why, this is the real 
reason why, [Bill] Gates and GAVI, this 
vaccine alliance, has developed this 
ǦǾœƽǸǾƼ ǸœǸǸǇǇ ǮǇ ǸƚŽȟ Űœƽ ǸŽƵƵ șƚǇʦǮ 
had the vaccine and who  ƚœǮƽʦǸʀʤ14 
ʣThey ran this simulation called Event 
2Ɇɇɻ so all these things that were 
decided in this Gates  - World Economic 
Forum - one percent  simulation six 
weeks before  that they should happen 
œǧŽ ƚœǤǤŽƽƞƽƓʀʤ15 
ʣµƒ ŰǇǾǧǮŽ ƞƽ ǸƚŽ ǧǾƽ ǾǤɺ ƞƽ ǸƚŽ 
immediate run up, to this so -called virus 
breaking out, we ha d 5G introduced, and 
Wuhan was the first 5G smart city in 
China. And what these electromagnetic 
fields do is poison cells.ʤ16 
ʣćƚƞƵŽ ǸƚƞǮ ƵǇŰƲŶǇșƽ ƚœǮ ůŽŽƽ ƓǇƞƽƓ Ǉƽ 
5G masts are being rolled out at a very 
rapid rateɻ æƚœǸ ƞǮ ŰǇƽǮƞŶŽǧŽŶ ŽǮǮŽƽǸƞœƵ 
work, and t o the cult it is ess ential, 
because they want 5G everywhere ɻ œƽŶ 
of course people are not able to protest 
because they are isolated from each 
ǇǸƚŽǧ œƽŶ ǾƽŶŽǧ ƚǇǾǮŽ œǧǧŽǮǸɺ ǸƚœǸʦǮ șƚȟ 
ǸƚŽȟʦǧŽ ŶǇƞƽƓ ƞǸʀʤ17 
ʣThe more that they expand 5G, the 
more 5G is going t o impact upon the 
pǇǤǾƵœǸƞǇƽʦǮ ƚŽœƵǸƚɺ and the more it 
ƞƼǤœŰǸǮ ǾǤǇƽ ǸƚŽ ǤǇǤǾƵœǸƞǇƽʦǮ ƚŽœƵǸƚɺ 
the more they can say ƞǸʦǮ ŰœǾǮŽŶ ůȟ 
COVID-19. And if they start firing out 5G 
œǸ ɌɆbiȨɺ ǸƚŽȟʦǧŽ ƓǇƽƽœ ƚœȘŽ œ ƵǇt of 
ǤŽǇǤƵŽ șƚǇ œǧŽ ƓǇƽƽœ ƲŽŽƵ ǇȘŽǧ ʥŰœǾǮŽ 
they canʦǸ œůǮǇǧů ǇȞȟƓŽƽʀʤ18 
ʣæƚŽ ȘœŰŰƞƽŽ ƞǮ ǸƚŽ ǤǾƽŰƚƵƞƽŽɺ ůŽŰœǾǮŽ 
ǸƚŽǧŽʦǮ ƓǇƽƽœ ůŽ ǮǸǾƒƒ ƞƽ ǸƚœǸ ǸƚœǸ is 
going to devastate not only the human 
body and mutate human DNA in the way 
ǸƚœǸ ǸƚŽȟ șœƽǸ ǸǇ ŶǇ œǮ ǸƚŽȟʦǧŽ 
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transforming everything, but also affect 
people psyŰƚǇƵǇƓƞŰœƵƵȟʀʤ19 
ʣThe idea that you can catch a virus from 
money or shaking hands is absolute 
ůǇƵƵǇŰƲǮʀʤ20  
ʣćƚȟ ŰœƽʦǸ m ƓǇ ǇǾǸ șƚŽƽ m ŰƚǇǇǮŽ ǮǇ 
ƵǇƽƓ œǮ m ŶǇƽʦǸ ƓǇ șƞǸƚƞƽ Ɍ ƒŽŽǸ Ǉƒ 
ǤŽǇǤƵŽʁ !ƽŶ șƚœǸ ȟǇǾʦǧŽ ǮŽŽing, 
because it makes no sense, it makes no 
sense bŽŰœǾǮŽ ƞǸʦǮ ƽǇƽsensical, because 
ƞǸʦǮ ƽǇǸ œůǇǾǸ ƚŽœƵǸƚ ƞǸʦǮ œůǇǾǸ ŰǇƽǸǧǇƵʀʤ21 

ʣm ƚœȘŽ ƽǇǸ ƚŽœǧŶ œƽȟůǇŶȟ Ǯœȟ ʥǮǇ 
therefore this is what you need to do to 
boost your immune system: vitamin A, 
vitamin D3, vita Ƽƞƽ >ɺ ǸƚœǸʦǮ ǮǇƼŽǸƚƞƽƓ 
to boost the thyroid that p roduces 
vitami n A. These things are crucial to 
increasing the strength of the immune 
system, immune systems by the way 
that are systematically weakened and 
dismantled from birth by an explosion of 
vaccinatƞǇƽ ǮƚƞǸŽʀʤ22 
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mŰƲŽʦǮ >µĆmD-ɇɏ ʣǮǾǤŽǧŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤ 
unites different hate actors
Icke offers hate actors a uniting 
ʣǮǾǤŽǧŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤ ǸƚœǸ œƞŶǮ ǸƚŽ ǮǤǧŽœŶ 
of coronavirus misinformation. As a 
ǧŽǮǾƵǸɺ mŰƲŽʦǮ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ œƽŶ ƼŽƼŽǮ œůǇǾǸ 
COVID-19 are shared by dispara te 
groups, from anti -vaxxers to far -right 
activist s. 
Conspiracy theory expert Prof. Michael 
Barkun has used the term 
ʣǮǾǤŽǧŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤ ǸǇ ŶŽǮŰǧƞůŽ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
method of uniting a hierarchy of 
ŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰƞŽǮ ǾƽŶŽǧƽŽœǸƚ ʣœ ŶƞǮǸœƽǸ ůǾǸ 
all-powerful evil force manipu lat ing 
ƵŽǮǮŽǧ ŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœǸǇǧƞœƵ œŰǸǇǧǮʀʤ23 
Now that su perconspiracy has grown to 
ŽƽŰǇƼǤœǮǮ ǸƚŽ ŰǇǧǇƽœȘƞǧǾǮɹ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
existing conspiracy theories about 
vaccinations and 5G signals have 
become parts of a wider plot organised 
by œ ʣƓƵǇůœƵ ŰǾƵǸʤ șƚǇ ƞƽȘŽƽǸŽŶ ǸƚŽ 
pandemic in order to impose totalitarian 
controls on t he global population.  
In this way, COVID-19 has proven to be 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ƵœǸŽǮǸ ǇǤǤǇǧǸǾƽƞǸȟ ǸǇ œŶœǤǸ ƚƞǮ 
decades-old superconspiracy and win 
new followers, a tactic he has previously 
applied to events as dispara te as the 9/11 
attacks and the 2008 financial cris is.24  
Where necessary Icke has rapidly 
adjusted his superconspiracy to meet 
emerging trends. Whereas he appeared 
to acknowledge that the pandemic was 
real in March, by April he was ready to 
ŰƵœƞƼ ǸƚœǸ ʣǸƚŽǧŽ is no COVID-19, it 
ŶǇŽǮƽʦǸ ŽȞƞǮǸʤ ůœǮŽŶ Ǉƽ œ ůǇƓǾs theory 
that there are no reliable tests for 
detecting the disease. 25 
By integrating coronavirus into his 
overarching superconspiracy, Icke is also 
able to direct new attention to his 11 -
year -old back catal ogue of social media 
ǤǇǮǸǮʀ mŰƲŽʦǮ ɈɆɇɌ ȘƞŶŽǇ ŰœǮǸƞƽƓ ǸƚŽ ì«ʦǮ 

Agenda 21 guidelines on sustainable 
development as a blueprint for global 
depopulation has seen renewed interest 
in light of new theories linking it to 
coronavirus, helping it reach an extra 
26 0,000 people for a total of 3.8 million 
views. 26  
While many people know Icke only as a 
proponent of New Age spiritual thinking, 
such as the belief that human beings are 
ʣinfinite consciousness ʤ in a ʣgenetic 
spacesuitʤ. But the work of Dr Charlotte 
Ward and Prof. David Voas would 
suggest that these quasi -religious ideas 
simply function to disguise the 
underlying bigotry of Icke ʦs conspiracy 
theories and make them palatable to a 
wider audience. 27 
How Icke unites and promotes 
popular COVID-19 conspiracy 
theor ies 
mŰƲŽʦǮ >µĆmD-ɇɏ ʣǮǾǤŽǧŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤ 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰŽƽǸǧœƵ claim about COVID-19 as 
expressed in his most popular video is 
that the coronavirus outbreak has been 
created, invented or at least exaggerated 
ůȟ œ ʣƓƵǇůœƵ ŰǾƵǸʤ Ǉƒ șƚƞŰƚ ʣthe 
Rothschild sʤ œǧŽ œ ƲŽȟ component. 28  
Their aim, he believes, is to create a 
ʣůŽȟǇƽŶ µǧșŽƵƵƞœƽ ƓƵǇůœƵ ǮǸœǸŽʤ ůȟ 
means of movement restrictions, 
surveillance and depopulation. 29  

 



#Depla tformIcke    

 8  

Agenda 21 is a blueprint for 
depopulation  
æƚŽ ì«ʦǮ !ƓŽƽŶœ Ɉɇ ǮŽǸǮ ǇǾǸ ƓǾƞŶŽƵƞƽŽǮ 
for sustainable devel opment,  but Icke 
șǧǇǸŽ ƞƽ ɈɆɇɆ ǸƚœǸ ƞǸǮ ǤǾǧǤǇǮŽ șœǮ ʣǸǇ 
use the excuse of the environment to 
ǸǧœƽǮƒǇǧƼ ƓƵǇůœƵ ǮǇŰƞŽǸȟʀʤ30  This would 
later develop into a theory that Zionists 
ǤƵœƽƽŽŶ ǸǇ ǾǮŽ !ƓŽƽŶœ Ɉɇ œǮ ʣœ æǧǇƯœƽ 
ƚǇǧǮŽ ǸǇ ƓƵǇůœƵ ƒœǮŰƞǮƼʤʀ31 

 
From the outset of the  coronavirus 
ǇǾǸůǧŽœƲɺ mŰƲŽʦǮ ɈɆɇɌ ȘƞŶŽǇ œůǇǾǸ 
Agenda 21 was the most popular on 
YouTube with millions of views . Agenda 
21 has now become a popular conspiracy 
theory about coronavirus, alleging that 
the UN and WHO are promoting the 
spread of the disease in  order to achieve 
the aims of depopulation and tyr annical 
ŰǇƽǸǧǇƵ Ǉƒ ǸƚŽ șǇǧƵŶʦǮ ǤǇǤǾƵœǸƞǇƽʀ32 
5G signals are designed to weaken 
the immune system  
Icke first claimed that 5G could be 
harmful to life in a 2016 tweet, 33 
subsequently releasing over a dozen 
YouTube videos that linked 5G to 
everything from cance r to climate 
change, attracting 875,000 views in 
ǸǇǸœƵʀ mƽ ƒœŰǸɺ mŰƲŽʦǮ ƚƞǮǸǇǧȟ Ǉƒ ǇǤǤǇǮƞƽƓ 
mobile phones goes back even further to 
1999 when he predicted they would  ʣŶǇ 
enormous mental and physical 
ŶœƼœƓŽʤ.34 

Beginning in March, Icke has been 
linking 5G t o COVID-19, claiming that it 
suppresses the immune system and is a 
major cause of the disease , in videos 
seen by 2.8  million people  and broadcast 
on London region al television. 35 

 
Vaccines will be used to  control the 
world population  
Icke has claimed tha t vaccines cause 
disease since 1994, when he wrote  that 
the US Government had deliberately 
used a hepatitis vaccine study to infect 
ʣȟǇǾƽƓɺ șƚƞǸŽ ƼœƵŽ ƚǇƼǇǮŽȞǾœƵǮʤ șƞǸƚ 
AIDS.36  He subsequently decided agai nst 
allowing his two sons to receive 
vaccinations 37 and backed the 
discredited research of Dr Andrew 
Wakefield that linked the MMR jab to 
autism. 38  
According to  mŰƲŽʦǮ ʣǮǾǤŽǧŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤɺ 
what he  currently  calls ʣǸƚŽ ÜœůůœǸƞœƽ-
aǧœƽƲƞǮǸ =ƞƓ ÒƚœǧƼœ ŰœǧǸŽƵʤ plans to use 
vaccines to damage the immune 
systems of  the global population in order 
to make them reliant on drugs .39  Past 
tweets show that Icke attacked research 
into vaccines for swine flu and H1N1 bird 
flu on a similar basis.40  
Icke has now claimed that a fut ure 
coronavirus vaccine will be designed to 
destroy the immune systems of 
recipients, either to depopulate the 
world or to render people dependent on 
medication. 41 His videos on this subject 
have received over a million views.  
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Bill Gates planned the pandemic  
mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟ ǸƚŽǇǧƞŽǮ œůǇǾǸ =ƞƵƵ 
Gates are closely related to the Microsoft 
ůƞƵƵƞǇƽœƞǧŽʦǮ ǤƚƞƵœƽǸƚǧǇǤƞŰ ǮǾǤǤǇǧǸ ƒǇǧ 
vaccination programmes. Since 2010, 
Icke has repeate dly linked Gatesʦ 
support for vaccination to plans to 
depopulate the world. 42  For example, he 
has tweeted an image of a demonic -
looking Gates preparing to administer a 
toxic injection to black children. 43 
The latest iteration of this conspiracy 
theory relate s to Event 201, a pandemic 

simulation part -funded by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation that took 
ǤƵœŰŽ ƞƽ «ǇȘŽƼůŽǧ ƵœǮǸ ȟŽœǧʀ mŰƲŽʦǮ ȘƞŶŽǇ 
ǸƞǸƵŽŶ ʣMȘŽƽǸ ɈɆɇ >ǇǧǇƽœȘƞǧǾǮ 
>ǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟʤ œƵƵŽƓŽǮ ǸƚœǸ bœǸŽǮ ƚŽlped 
plan the coronavirus pandemic. It has 
seen by  315,000 people making it the 
seventh most viewed YouTube video on 
the topic, ahe ad of official videos about 
the exercise produced by the Center for 
Health Security, and has received over 
8,400 engagements on Facebook.44  
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Icke is using COVID-19 to promot e a 
wider hate agenda
mŰƲŽʦǮ videos and memes about 
coronavirus provide an entry point to 
his wider hate agenda.  The 
superconspiracy that unites both is 
deeply antisemitic and  makes it easy to 
transition to  mŰƲŽʦǮ ƼǇǧŽ ŽȞǤƵƞŰƞǸ ƚœǸŽ 
material.  
These featu res form a funnel structure 
that directs curious viewers from popular 
channels that regularly present Icke as 
an expert speaker on coronavirus, 
ǸƚǧǇǾƓƚ ǸǇ mŰƲŽʦǮ Ǉșƽ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ ǸƚœǸ ǤƵœȟ 
into current trends on ha te and 
misinformation, arriving finally at the 
antisemitism that underpins all  Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
work.  
This process is likely to be accelerated 
further by the fact YouTube is still 
ƒŽœǸǾǧƞƽƓ mŰƲŽʦǮ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ œƼǇƽƓǮǸ ƞǸǮ 
recommendations, while Icke heavily 
promotes th e extreme material in his 
website, books and spe aking tours in 
most videos.  
ThƞǮ ǮǸǧœǸŽƓȟ ƞǮ șǇǧƲƞƽƓʀ mŰƲŽʦǮ ǮǇŰƞœƵ 
following is up by 3 70,000 despite most 
people viewing his videos on other 
channels like London Real.  
 
1 Icke is introduced to viewers as 
an ʥŽȞǤŽǧǸʦ 
The most widely viewed videos of Icke 
speaking about coronavirus are hosted 
Ǉƽ ƚƞǮ ŰǇƵƵœůǇǧœǸǇǧǮʦ ǮǇŰƞœƵ ƼŽŶƞœ 
channels and present him as an expert. 
¢ǇƽŶǇƽ ÕŽœƵɺ ǸƚŽ ƼǇǮǸ ǤǇǤǾƵœǧ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
collaborators with 2.6 million followers  
across platforms ɺ ƞƽǸǧǇŶǾŰŽǮ mŰƲŽ œǮ ʣœ 
full -time investigator i nto who and what 
is really conǸǧǇƵƵƞƽƓ ǸƚŽ șǇǧƵŶʤɺ œƽŶ ƓǇŽǮ 
Ǉƽ ǸǇ ŶŽǮŰǧƞůŽ ƚƞƼ œǮ ʣǸƚŽ œǾǸƚǇǧ Ǉƒ ǇȘŽǧ 
21 books and 10 DVDs [who has] lectured 
in over 25 countries, speaking live for up 

to 10 hours to huge aud iences, filling 
ǮǸœŶƞǾƼǮ ƵƞƲŽ ćŽƼůƵŽȟ !ǧŽƽœʀʤ45  
 
2 Icke uses COVID-19 as an 
int roduction to his antisemitic 
superconspiracy  
!ƽǸƞǮŽƼƞǸƞǮƼ ƞǮ ƞƽǸǧƞƽǮƞŰ ǸǇ mŰƲŽʦǮ >µĆmD-
19 superconspiracy. While Icke regularly 
changes the name he uses to refer to the 
powerful manipulators driving his 
theories, he often give s them an 
explicitly Jewish i ŶŽƽǸƞǸȟɺ œǮ ʣÕǇǸƚǮŰƚƞƵŶ 
ĖƞǇƽƞǮǸǮʤ Ǉǧ œǮ ʣÜœůůœǸƞœƽ aǧœƽƲƞǮǸǮʤ 
(named after a sect of Judaism). 46  Even 
where Icke does not use these terms, he 
will often identify Jews as key member s 
of the conspiracy.  
mŰƲŽʦǮ ƼǇǮǸ ǤǇǤǾƵœǧ ŰǇǧǇƽœȘirus 
conspiracy video on Lon don Real with 
over 5.9 million views explicitly identifies 
ʣǸƚŽ ÕǇǸƚǮŰƚƞƵŶǮʤ œǮ ƲŽȟ ǤƵœȟŽǧǮ ƞƽ œ 
global plot to use the disease as a 
pretence to impose a totalitarian world 
governm ent.47 
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3 Icke exploits trends in hate and 
misin formation to capture an 
audience  
Icke has always been quick to exploit 
new trends in hate and misinformation 
to reach new audiences. Coronavirus is 
the latest example, but in recent years 
Icke has immersed hi mself in 
Islamophobia, transphobia, anti -migrant  
hatred and climate deni al for the same 
reasons. 
 
Islamophobia  
Icke has claimed that the term 
ʣmǮƵœƼǇǤƚǇůƞœʤ ƞǮ œ ʣǮŰœƼ ǸǇ ǮƞƵŽƽŰŽ 
ŰǧƞǸƞŰƞǮƼʤɺ48  and in his 2018 book 
approvingly quoted a French mayor who 
ǮœƞŶ ʣthere were too many Muslim 
children in local schǇǇƵǮʀʤ49  On Twitter 
and Facebook, Icke has spread fake 
news about Muslims preventing the 
celebration of Christmas 50  and moves 
ʣǸǇșœǧŶǮ ƵŽƓœƵƞǮƞƽƓ ǧœǤŽ ŰǇƼƼƞǸǸŽŶ ůȟ 
ªǾǮƵƞƼ ƼŽƽʤ ƞƽ bŽǧƼœƽȟʀ51 

 
 
Transphobia  
Icke has claimed that the struggle for 
trans rights is œŰǸǾœƵƵȟ œ ʣșœǧ Ǉƽ Ǹhe 
ƒœƼƞƵȟ ǾƽƞǸʤ œƽŶ ǤœǧǸ Ǉƒ œ ŶǇŰǸǧƞƽŽ Ǉƒ 
ʣ>ǾƵǸǾǧœƵ ªœǧȞƞǮƼʤʀ52 In tweets and 
Facebook posts, Icke has suggested 
schools are grooming children to become 

trans gender 53 and claimed that 
ʣǸǧœƽǮgender activism is a covert 
operation with our c hildren in its 
ƓǾƽǮƞƓƚǸǮʤʀ54  

 
 
Anti -migrant hatred  
Icke has claimed that the European 
ƼƞƓǧœƽǸ ŰǧƞǮƞǮ șœǮ ʣǮȟǮǸŽƼœǸƞŰœƵƵȟ 
ŰǧŽœǸŽŶʤ ƞƽ ǇǧŶŽǧ ǸǇ ʣǮŽǧȘŽ œ ƓƵǇůœƵ 
œƓŽƽŶœʤ Ǉƒ ƼœǮǮ migration. 55 In tweets 
and Facebook posts on this subject, Icke 
has blamed migrants ƒǇǧ œ ʣǧœǤŽ 
ŽǤƞŶŽƼƞŰʤ56  ŰǇƼƼŽƽǸƞƽƓ ʣǸƚŽȟ șœƽǸ ǾǮ 
ƵƞȘƞƽƓ ƞƽ ƒŽœǧʤ57 œƽŶ șœǧƽŽŶ Ǉƒ œ ʣƼƞƓǧœƽǸ 
ǸƞŶŽʤ ǾǮƞƽƓ ǸƚŽ ǮœƼŽ ƞƼœƓŽ œǮ that used 
by UK far -right politician Nigel Farage to 
launch his anti -migrant ʣ=ǧŽœƲƞƽƓ ÒǇƞƽǸʤ 
campaign .58  Another post used a deeply 
racist meme to illustrate an article about 
alleged migrant sexual assaults on both 
women and animals, featuring an image 
of angry young black men with the 
ŰœǤǸƞǇƽ ʣșŽʦǧŽ ƚŽǧe to spread some 
diversity ʛ prepare to  be culturally 
ŽƽǧƞŰƚŽŶʀʤ59  
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Climate denial  
Icke ǧŽƓǾƵœǧƵȟ ǧŽƒŽǧǮ ǸǇ ǸƚŽ ʣŰƵƞƼœǸŽ 
ƚǇœȞʤɺ60  and has posted a number of 
videos with over half a million views 
promoting the conspiracy theory that 
climate change is being used as an 
excuse to destroy the economy  and 
impose totalitarian government. In 
tweets a nd Facebook posts , Icke has 
branded David  !ǸǸŽƽůǇǧǇǾƓƚ œ ʣŰƵƞƼœǸŽ 
ŰƚœƽƓŽ ǤǧǇǤœƓœƽŶƞǮǸʤ61 and claimed that 
ŰƵƞƼœǸŽ ǮŰƞŽƽŰŽ ƞǮ œ ʣƚǇœȞɻ ŶǧƞȘŽƽ ůȟ 
Rothschilds, Rockefellers and [the] 1 -
ǤŽǧŰŽƽǸ ůœƽƲƞƽƓ ŽƵƞǸŽʀʤ62  

 
 
4 Icke constantly directs people 
towards his mos t extreme 
antisemitic material  
mŰƲŽʦǮ Șideos constantly direct viewers to 
his website articles, books and videos of 
his speaking tours which contain his 
most extreme antisemitic material.  
An article posted to  mŰƲŽʦǮ șŽůǮƞǸŽ ƞƽ 
ɈɆɆɆ ǮǸœǸŽǮ ƒƵœǸƵȟ ǸƚœǸ ʣiƞǸƵer was a 
ÕǇǸƚǮŰƚƞƵŶʤɺ ůœǮŽŶ Ǉƽ ǸƚŽ ƒœƽǸasy that 
iƞǸƵŽǧʦǮ ƓǧœƽŶƼǇǸƚŽǧ ƚœŶ ůŽŰǇƼŽ 
pregnant out of wedlock by a man Icke 
claims was both a colleague and a 
member of the Rothschild family. 63  The 
same article claim s that Jews planned 
the Holocaust in order to es tablish the 
nation of Israel:  
ʣÜǇ ƽǇș with the Rothschilds increasing 
their financing of Jewish settlements in 
Palestine, and with their agents in 
governments officially supporting their 

plans for a Rothschil d, sorry Jewish, 
homeland, they needed a catalys t which 
would demolish Arab protests a t the 
take -over of their country. That catalyst 
was the horrific treatment of Jews in 
Germany and the countries they 
conquered by the Rothschild -funded 
Nazis and one of t heir own, a Rothschild 
ŰœƵƵŽŶ !ŶǇƵƒ iƞǸƵŽǧʀʤ 
Icke has held these views in one form or 
another for his entire career. Writing in 
ɇɏɏɋ ƚŽ ǮǸœǸŽŶ ǸƚœǸ ʣm œƼ ŰǇƼƞƽƓ ƼǇǧŽ 
and more to the conclusion that what 
happened to Jews in Nazi Germany 
(whatever the truth turns out to be) was 
supported, even planned, by  these crazy 
people to ensure that bot h Israel was 
ŰǧŽœǸŽŶ œƽŶ ǸƚœǸ ʥœƽǸƞ-ÜŽƼƞǸƞǮƼʦ ŰǇǾƵŶ ůŽ 
used as a defence against legitimate 
investigation of their sickening activities. 
That has certainly been the outco ƼŽʀʤ64  
Icke repeated this claim in his 2012 book 
Remember Who You Are , copies of which 
are available for resale on Amazon , 
saying : ʣiƞǸƵŽǧ œƽŶ ǸƚŽ «œȨƞǮ șŽǧŽ 
actually sent by the Rothschilds and 
Rockefellers to, in part, force Jews to go 
where the overwhelm ing majority did 
not want to go ʛ mǮǧœŽƵʀʤ65  It occurs yet 
again in his late st book, The Trigger , 
published just last year .66  
æƚŽǮŽ ƒǇǧƼ ƯǾǮǸ ǤœǧǸ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
antisemitism. He has suggested that 
}ŽșǮ ʣœǧǧœƽƓŽ ƒǇǧ ʥœƽǸƞ-Semitic events 
and attacks which allow th is 
manipulation of the Jewish and non -
Jewish comƼǾƽƞǸƞŽǮ ǸǇ ƓǇ Ǉƽʀʤ67 He has 
opposed presenting children with an 
ʣǾƽŰƚœƵƵŽƽƓŽŶ ȘŽǧǮƞǇƽ Ǉƒ ŽȘŽƽǸǮʤ Ǉƒ ǸƚŽ 
Holocaust. 68  iŽ ƚœǮ ŰƵœƞƼŽŶ ǸƚœǸ ʣƼœƽȟ 
Jewish people have also been 
ǤǧǇƓǧœƼƼŽŶ ǸǇ ǮŽŽ ǸƚŽƼǮŽƵȘŽǮ œǮ bǇŶʦǮ 
ʥŰƚǇǮŽƽ ǤŽǇǤƵŽʦɺ œůǇȘŽ œƵƵ ǸƚŽ ǧŽǮǸʤʀ69  He 
has bǧœƽŶŽŶ ǸƚŽ «ǾǧŽƼůŽǧƓ ǸǧƞœƵǮ ʣœ 
ƒœǧŰŽʤ70 and insisted on the right to 
question the historical facts of the  Nazi 
Holocaust. 71 He considers the antisemitic 
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forgery The Protocols of the Learned 
Elders of Zion to be a genuine 
document. 72 
An in-ŶŽǤǸƚ ǮǸǾŶȟ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦs YouTube 
activity, led by Dr Daniel Allington, found 
mŰƲŽʦǮ œǧƓǾƼŽƽǸǮ œůǇǾǸ ʣÕǇǸƚǮŰƚƞƵŶ 
ĖƞǇƽƞǮǸǮʤ ǸǇ ƼƞǧǧǇǧ ǸƚŽ ŰƵœƞƼǮ Ǉƒ 
virulently antisemitic organisations such 
as the National Front and the Reich 
Press Office ʛ and discovered  that 
ƼŽƼůŽǧǮ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ čǇuTube audience 
were inspired to  make œƽŶ ʣƵƞƲeʤ ƽœƲŽŶƵȟ 
anti -Jewish comments of their own. 73 
 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ƵœǸŽǮǸ œƽǸƞǮŽƼƞǸƞŰ ȘƞŶŽǇ șœǮ 
posted on 20 March  
Icke has not given up his deeply 
antisemitic views. A video p osted to 
mŰƲŽʦǮ Űƚœƽƽel on 20 March is entitled 

ʣÜœůůœǸŽœƽ ÜœůǇǸœƓŽʤɹ œ ǤƚǧœǮŽ 
referring to a supposed Jewish cult that 
Icke alleges to be manipulating world 
affairs. In the video, which is illustrated 
on YouTube with an image of conspiring 
Jews, Icke says ʣǸƚƞǮ ŰǇǧǇƽœȘƞǧǾǮ 
situation, the Sabbatean Fran kists will 
ůŽ ůŽƚƞƽŶ ƞǸʤɺ74 ŰƵœƞƼǮ ǸƚœǸ ʣÜœůůœǸŽœƽ 
aǧœƽƲƞǮǸǮ ɻ șŽǧŽ ůŽƚƞƽŶ iƞǸƵŽǧ œƽŶ ǸƚŽ 
«œȨƞǮʤɺ75 œƽŶ ǮœȟǮ ʣǸƚŽǧŽ ƞǮ ŽȘƞŶŽƽŰŽ ǸƚœǸ 
iƞǸƵŽǧ șœǮ œ ÜœůůœǸŽœƽʤ.76 
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Icke is supported by a sophisticated 
misinforma tion network
David Icke sits at the centre of a  
sophisticated misinformation network 
that helps his misinformation reach tens 
of millions. While it ultimately relies on 
his work, this network endlessly 
reinvents it for new platforms with vast 
new audiences . 
The misinfo rmation network brings 
together a small number of close 
collaborators: accounts that produce 
new content presenting Icke as an 
expert authority. The most effective of 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰǇƵƵœůǇǧœǸǇǧǮ ǸǾǧƽ ƵŽƽƓǸƚȟ 
interviews with Icke into shareable clips 
tailored for particular social networks 
and share them with audiences that 
Ŷșœǧƒ ǸƚǇǮŽ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ Ǉșƽ œŰŰǇǾƽǸǮʀ 
This content is then disseminated even 
ƒǾǧǸƚŽǧ ůȟ œ ǮŽǧƞŽǮ Ǉƒ ʣǧŽŰȟŰƵŽǧǮʤ șƚǇ 
ŰǇƽǮǸœƽǸƵȟ ǧŽǤǇǮǸ mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟ 
theories, sometimes presenting them as 
life style advice, health information o r 
motivational speeches.  
Together, recyclers and close 
collaborators ensure that Icke reaches a 
wider audience than he could ever reach 
œƵǇƽŽɺ ƚŽƵǤ ůǾƞƵŶ ƒœƵǮŽ ʣǮǇŰƞœƵ ǤǧǇǇƒʤ Ǉƒ 
his expertise and ensure that hi s 
conspiracy  theories are endlessly 
reposted o n every social media platform 
that they reach.  
mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰƵǇǮŽ ŰǇƵƵœůǇǧœǸǇǧǮ ƚœȘŽ œ 
combined following of 5.2  million  
across social media  
London Real  
Most people who have watched a video 
of David Icke setting out his coronavi rus 
superconspiracy are likely to have done 
so on a social media channel operated 
by London Real. Its professionally 
produced interviews with Icke on COVID -
19 present Icke as an expert authority on 

the issue, and have been viewed 1 5.2 
million t imes, includ ing 1.9 million views 
on Instagram : a platform little -used by 
Icke himself.  
London Real has been operating since 
2011, amassing 2.6 million followers and 
over 222 million views on YouTube. 
Despite regularly promoting 
pseudoscience and conspirac y theories, 
the channel was able to leverage i ts 
following to secure a slot on the regional 
television channel London Live, which 
broadcasted a London Real interview 
with Icke in which he made false claims 
linking COVID-19 to 5G.77 
The same interview has be en removed 
by YouTube in accordance with a new  
policy banning videos that promote 
conspiracies linking COVID-19 to 5G. This 
has prompted London Real to launch a 
fundraiser purportedly to fund further 
interviews for Icke and an independent 
video platform. T he fundrais er received 
$117,313 in its first 24 hours, 
ŶŽƼǇƽǮǸǧœǸƞƽƓ ƚǇș ǮŽǧƞǇǾǮƵȟ mŰƲŽʦǮ ƒœƽǮ 
take him. 78 
London Real is owned and operated by 
Brian Rose, a former banker. As well as 
earning money from advertising 
revenue, merchandise and donations, 
Rose uses the platform to promote a 
series of busine ss courses costing up to 
$2,997. 79 
Shaun Attwood  
Shaun Attwood is a former drug dealer 
who now operates a YouTube channel 
with 40 8ɺɆɆɆ ƒǇƵƵǇșŽǧǮ ŶŽœƵƞƽƓ ƞƽ ʣǸǧǾŽ 
ŰǧƞƼŽʤ œƽŶ ŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟ ǸƚŽǇǧƞŽǮʀ80  
!ǸǸșǇǇŶʦǮ ǧŽƓǾƵœr interviews with Icke 
are posted to YouTube c hannels 
belonging to both men. Their most 
recent interview promoted the 
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conspiracy theory that Bill Gates used 
the Event 201 pandemic simulation to 
plan the coronavirus outbreak and  was 
seen by 315,000 people i n total.  
Other collaborators  
A number of IckeʦǮ ǇǸƚŽǧ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ œůǇǾǸ 
COVID-19 were produced with the help of 
other YouTube channels including 
Valuetainment, Jimmy Church, 
TradCatKnight, James English, Rob 
Moore, and Jeff Rense. The Southern  
Poverty Law Centr e has described Rense 
œǮ ʣǸƚŽ >Mµ Ǉƒ œ ƚœǸŽ ǧœŶƞǇ ŽƼǤƞǧŽʤ șƚǇ 
ʣƒǧŽǦǾŽƽǸƵȟ ƚǇǮǸǮ œƽǸƞ-Semites and 
Holocaust deniers on his own radio 
ǮƚǇșɺ ǇƒǸŽƽ ŽƽŶǇǧǮƞƽƓ ǸƚŽƞǧ ǇǤƞƽƞǇƽǮʀʤ81 
Together they allow Icke to access a 
further audience of 2.6 mill ion followers, 
and help present Icke as an expert.  
mŰƲŽʦǮ ǧŽŰŽƽǸ ʣÜœůůœǸŽœƽ ÜœůǇǸœƓŽʤ 
video promoted his most antisemitic 
ideas and was produced in collaboration 
with a younger conspiracy theorist 
named Angela John Gage. While Gage 
only has a small followi ng, Icke appears 
to see value in growing his network of 
collabor ators and supporters worldwide.  
ʣÕŽŰȟŰƵŽǧǮʤ ǸǾǧƽ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
conspiracies into motivational 
speeches for 9.8 million people  
Several other accounts regularly share 
content created by Icke or his  
collaborators. On YouTube, channels 

named  Attract Passion, Be Inspired, 
Inspire Discipline, Manifest Yourself, 
Success Archive and Video Advice with 
9.8 million followers have repackaged 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟ ƼǇƽǇƵǇƓǾŽǮ œǮ 
motivational speeches that have 
received 3.2 million views and over 
93 ,000 Facebook engagements.  
IckŽʦǮ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ œǧŽ œƵǮǇ ǤǇǤǾƵœǧ șƞǸƚ 
Instagram influencers who promote 
conspiracy content. Rizza Islam, a 
member of the antisemitic Nation of 
Islam sect with 416,000 followers, 
ǮƚœǧŽŶ ǇƽŽ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦs videos to claim that 
the coronavirus outbreak was part of a 
plan to depopulate the world. The post 
received 227,000 views. 82  While Icke 
rarely posts on Instagram, he is regularly  
tagged by other users who repost videos 
and memes that he and his collabora tors 
originally produced . 
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mŰƲŽʦǮ ůǾǮƞƽŽǮǮ ƼǇŶŽƵ ƞǮ ƼœŶŽ ǤǇǮsible 
by tech giants
DœȘƞŶ mŰƲŽʦǮ ƒǇƵƵǇșƞƽƓ Ǉƒ ǇȘŽǧ Ɉ ƼƞƵƵƞǇƽ 
people could be worth up to $23. 8  
million in annual revenue for tech  
giants. This income is primarily 
generated by advertisers seeking to 
ǧŽœŰƚ mŰƲŽʦǮ ƒœns, but also includes th e 
money Icke and his misinformation 
network spend on ads to reach a wider 
audience. 
This estimate is der ived from publicly 
available figures for  revenue social 
media platforms make per impression, or 
per user where that information is not 
available. It represents the best possible 
ŽǮǸƞƼœǸŽ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ ȘœƵǾŽ ǸǇ ǮǇŰƞœƵ 
networks in terms of engaging  users and 
generating ad impressions.  
This is a mutually beneficial 
arrangement: because Icke is largely 
absent from television, social media  
represents  mŰƲŽʦǮ main  opportunity to 
advertise his website, books and 
speaking tours to a wide audience. On 
mŰƲŽʦs most favoured platform, YouTube, 
he will also be receiving a significant 
share of the ad revenue generated by 
his videos. 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ǤǧŽǮŽƽŰŽ Ǉƽ major social media 
platforms has helped make his  website 
one of the 1,000 most popular in the UK, 
well ahead of the Labour Party which 
ranks at 7,214 or the Guido Fawkes 
political blog at 5,493. Icke extracts 
value from website visits serving adverts 
from  sponsors,  and selling books, health 
supplements and tickets to his speaking 
tours. 83  
ÕŽŰŽƽǸƵȟ mŰƲŽ ƚœǮ ŽǮǸœůƵƞǮƚŽŶ ʣmŰƲǇƽƞŰʤɺ 
his own video streaming platform 
costing £99 a year to access. Branding 
ƒǇǧ mŰƲǇƽƞŰ ƒŽœǸǾǧŽǮ ƞƽ mŰƲŽʦǮ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ Ǉƽ 
COVID-19. 

YouTube 
They get  up to $145,000 in ad revenue  
 

Icke gets up to $192,000 in ad revenue  
mŰƲŽʦǮ čǇǾæǾůŽ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ ŰǇǾƵŶ ůŽ 
generating up to $322,000 in annual ad 
revenue, according to the average 
number of views on his recent videos 
and available information on the typi cal 
rates paid by YouTube advertisers. 84  
YouTube is known to split this ad 
revenue between itself and content 
creators, giving them a 55 percent share 
while keeping the remaining 45 
percent. 85  This model means that Icke 
could earn up to $177,000 a year from 
adverts on his YouTube videos, while 
YouTube earns $145,000.  
While YouTube now appears to have 
ǮǸǇǤǤŽŶ ǤƵœŰƞƽƓ œŶȘŽǧǸǮ Ǉƽ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
channel , they were still appearing on his 
videos about coronavirus as late as 5 
April.  
Icke circumvents any restrictions on 
advertising  imposed by YouTube  by 
arrangin g his own sponsorship deals 
with brands who pay for promotions 
inserted at the start of his videos, with a 
ƵƞƽƲ ǸǇ ǸƚŽ ǮǤǇƽǮǇǧʦǮ șŽůǮƞǸŽ ƞƽ ǸƚŽ ȘƞŶŽǇ 
ŶŽǮŰǧƞǤǸƞǇƽʀ ! ŶǇŰǾƼŽƽǸ Ǉƽ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
website reveals that these advert s cost 
$1,300 per month, potentially earning 
him up to $15,600 a year.  
æƚŽ ǮǤǇƽǮǇǧ ƒŽœǸǾǧŽŶ ƞƽ ƼǇǮǸ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
ŰǇǧǇƽœȘƞǧǾǮ ȘƞŶŽǇǮ ƞǮ ʣ«Ǉ iȟǤŽ mƽȘŽǮǸʤɺ œ 
trading name of Capitalist Exploits: a 
Singapore -ůœǮŽŶ ʣƒǾƽŶ ƼœƽœƓŽƼŽƽǸ 
ǮŽǧȘƞŰŽʤ șƞǸƚ ʣœƽ ŽƼǤƚœǮƞǮ Ǉƽ Ǹƚe 
effect s of the COVID-19 triggered 
finœƽŰƞœƵ ŰǧƞǮƞǮʀʤ86  
Users who subscribed to No Hype Invest 
œƒǸŽǧ ȘƞŽșƞƽƓ mŰƲŽʦǮ œŶȘŽǧǸǮ œǧŽ ƽǇș 
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being bombarded with marketing emails 
that play into conspiracy theories, 
ŰƵœƞƼƞƽƓ ʣʒǸʓƚŽȟ ƚœȘŽ ƵǇŰƲŽŶ ǾǮ ƞƽɺ œůǇǾǸ 
a fake v irus tha t probably not even 
exist... and while we are locked in they 
are installing 5G antennas all over the 
ǤƵœŰŽʀʤ87 
 
Facebook and Instagram  
They get  up to $23. 2m in revenue from 
mŰƲŽʦǮ œǾŶƞŽƽŰŽ 
 

Icke gets  90 6,000 followers to whom 
he can sell products  
IckeʦǮ œǾŶƞŽƽŰŽ Ǉƒ 791,000 followers  on 
Facebook and on 115,000  on Instagram  
be earning Facebook up to $23. 2 million 
in revenue. This figure is based on 
aœŰŽůǇǇƲʦǮ Ǉșƽ ƲŽȟ ƼŽǸǧƞŰ Ǉƒ !ȘŽǧœƓŽ 
Revenue Per Person (ARPP), which 
stood at $2 5.57 in 2019 according to the 
ŰǇƼǤœƽȟʦǮ Ƶast annual report .88  
mŰƲŽʦǮ ǤǧƞƼœǧȟ ȘœƵǾŽ ǸǇ aœŰŽůǇǇƲ ƞǮ ƞƽ 
engaging users who are subsequently 
served adverts. In the absence of 
publicly available data on the precise 
number of ad impressions that Icke 
generates, this ARPU figure gives the 
best possible e stimate of the v alue of 
mŰƲŽʦǮ œǾŶƞŽƽŰŽ ǸǇ aœŰŽůǇǇƲʀ 
Facebook is known help advertisers 
target its users by categorising them 
according to their interests as revealed 
by the pages and posts that they 
ŽƽƓœƓŽ șƞǸƚʀ !ƽœƵȟǮƞǮ Ǉƒ aœŰŽůǇǇƲʦǮ 
adver tising platform  shows that not only 
does it allow advertisers to target users 
who ƚœȘŽ ƵƞƲŽŶ mŰƲŽʦǮ ǤœƓŽɺ ůǾǸ ƞǸ œƵǮǇ 
allows them to target users with 
ƞƽǸŽǧŽǮǸǮ ǸƚœǸ ŰǇǾƵŶ ůŽ ƵƞƽƲŽŶ ǸǇ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
ƼƞǮƞƽƒǇǧƼœǸƞǇƽ ƞƽŰƵǾŶƞƽƓ ʣŰǇƽǮǤƞǧœŰȟ 
ǸƚŽǇǧȟʤɺ ʣɋbʤ œƽŶ ʣƞƼƼǾƽƞǸȟ ʔƼŽŶƞŰœƵʕʤʀ 

 
Facebook also earns revenue from 
adverts placed directly by Icke and his 
misinformation network. Facebook Ad 
Library shows that Icke has been 
running adverts for his upcoming 
speaking tour since January, while 
London Real has placed 59 adver ts 
aimed at expanding its Faceb ook 
following and promoting business 
ŰǇǾǧǮŽǮ ǮǇƵŶ ůȟ ǸƚŽ ŰƚœƽƽŽƵʦǮ ƒǇǾƽŶŽǧɺ 
Brian Rose. Facebook does not reveal 
how much was spent on these adverts. 89  
 
Twitter  
They get  up to $767,000 in revenue 
ƒǧǇƼ mŰƲŽʦǮ œǾŶƞŽƽŰŽ 
 

Icke gets  28 4,000 followers to whom 
he can sell products  
mŰƲŽʦǮ æșƞǸǸŽǧ œǾŶƞŽƽŰŽ Ǉƒ ɈɎɇɺɆɆɆ 
followers could be earning Twitter up to 
$749,000 in revenue. This figure is 
ůœǮŽŶ Ǉƽ æșƞǸǸŽǧʦǮ Ǉșƽ ƲŽȟ ƼŽǸǧƞŰ Ǉƒ 
ʣƼǇƽŽǸƞȨœůƵŽ DœƞƵȟ !ŰǸƞȘŽ ìǮŽǧǮʤ 
(mDAUs) who are served adve rts on the 
platform.  
Twitter  had 152 millio n mDAUs according 
ǸǇ ǸƚŽ ŰǇƼǤœƽȟʦǮ ƵœǮǸ œƽƽǾœƵ ǧŽǤǇǧǸ ƒǇǧ 
2019, compared to a reported 1.3 billion 
accounts in total. 90  Using these figures, it 
is possible to estimate that 3 3,306  of 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ɈɎ4,855  followers are mD AUs 
who generate revenue for  the platform. 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ǮƚœǧŽ Ǉƒ æșƞǸǸŽǧʦǮ ƼD!ìǮ șǇǾƵŶ 
be equivalent to a $7 66 ,917 share of 
æșƞǸǸŽǧʦǮ ʫɉʀɋ ůƞƵƵƞǇƽ ǧŽȘŽƽǾŽǮ ƞƽ ɈɆɇɏʀ 
!Ǯ șƞǸƚ aœŰŽůǇǇƲɺ mŰƲŽʦǮ ǤǧƞƼœǧȟ ȘœƵǾŽ 
to Twitter is in engaging users who are 
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subsequently serve d adverts. In the 
absence of  publicly available data on the 
precise number of ad impressions that 
Icke generates, this is the best possible 
ŽǮǸƞƼœǸŽ Ǉƒ ǸƚŽ ȘœƵǾŽ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ œǾŶƞŽƽŰŽ 
to Twitter.  
Twitter allows advertisers to target users 
who  are similar to DœȘƞŶ mŰƲŽʦǮ ŽȞƞǮǸƞƽƓ 
followe rs, as well as users engaging with 
content about 5G or vaccines.  

 
 
Amazon  
They get  rŽȘŽƽǾŽ ƒǧǇƼ mŰƲŽʦǮ ůǇǇƲǮ œƽŶ 
videos  
Icke gets  royalties from books and 
videos  
!ƼœȨǇƽ ǇƒƒŽǧǮ œ ƽǾƼůŽǧ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ ůǇǇƲǮ 
for sale  on Kindle, includi ng the book 
Human Race Get Off Your Knees  in 
which Icke claims that vaccines are 
designed to destroy the immune system 
œƽŶ ǸƚœǸ ŰƵƞƼœǸŽ ŰƚœƽƓŽ ƞǮ œ ʣƒœƽǸœǮȟʤʀ91 
µƽ !ƼœȨǇƽʦǮ  ƞƽŶƵŽ ǤƵœǸƒǇǧƼɺ mŰƲŽʦǮ 
books join countless other antisemitic 
works, including mult iple editions of The 
Proto cols of the Elders of Zion .92  
mŰƲŽʦǮ ɈɆɇɎ ůǇǇƲ Everything You Need 
To Know But Have Never Been Told  is 
available on Amazon as a Kindle edition 
and ranked as high as 50 in the retail 
ƓƞœƽǸʦǮ ŰƚœǧǸ Ǉƒ ůŽǮǸǮŽƵƵƞƽƓ ʣÒǇƵƞǸƞŰœƵ 
ÜŰƞŽƽŰŽʤ titles in April 2020. The book 
ǧŽǤŽœǸǮ mŰƲŽʦǮ ŰƵœƞƼ ǸƚœǸ ʣÕǇǸƚǮŰƚƞƵŶ 
ĖƞǇƽƞǮǸǮʤ ƼœƽƞǤǾƵœǸŽ șǇǧƵŶ ŽȘŽƽǸǮ œƽŶ 

criticises GermanȟʦǮ ůœƽ Ǉƽ iǇƵǇŰœǾǮǸ 
ŶŽƽƞœƵ œǮ ʣœƽ ŽȞǤǧŽǮǮƞǇƽ Ǉƒ ƒœǮŰƞǮƼʤʀ93  
Amazon itself offers v irtually all of mŰƲŽʦǮ 
books in print editions, wi th copies of 
mŰƲŽʦǮ ŶŽŽǤƵȟ antisemitic book ɻ!ƽŶ æƚŽ 
Truth Shall Set You Free  in which he 
claims Hitler was an agent of Zionism on 
sale for £16.94  
Amazon Video also offers a four -part 
ȘŽǧǮƞǇƽ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ ǸŽƽ-hour Wembley 
Arena lecture in which he states that 
ʣǸƚŽ ÕǇǸƚǮŰƚƞƵŶǮ œǧŽ ǸƚŽ Űontrollers of 
mǮǧœŽƵ œƽŶ ǸƚŽ ŰǇƽǸǧǇƵƵŽǧǮ Ǉƒ ǸƚŽ ìÜ!ʤ 
and claims Bill Gates plans to use 
vaccines to depopulate the world. Each 
part of the lecture is priced at £4.99 to 
rent or £9.99 to buy, but is offered free 
to Amazon Prime mem bers.95  Amazon 
also offers the film, Renegade: The Life 
Story of David Icke  at £4.49 to rent and 
£7.99 to buy.  

 
 
Gaia 
They get  subscription fees  
Icke gets  royalties from videos  
Gaia is a Netflix -style streaming service 
offering documentaries about 
altern ative medicine, conspira cy theories 
and the new age lifestyle. Founded in 
1988 by Kirka Rysavy, it now has 
several  corporate investors,  including 
Fidelity Investments, MIC Capital 
Partners and BlackRock .96  
The platform offers subscribers several  
documentari es and interview s featuring 
Icke, including ten episodes of the Richie 
Allen show, which is notorious for 
hosting antisemites and Holocaust 
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deniers. One interview available to 
ǮǸǧŽœƼ Ǉƽ bœƞœʦǮ șŽůǮƞǸŽ ƒŽœǸǾǧŽǮ 
graphic antisemitic imagery associating 
ʣÕǇǸƚǮŰƚƞƵŶ ĖƞǇƽƞǮƼʤ șith paedophilia, 97 
șƚƞƵŽ ƞƽ œƽǇǸƚŽǧɺ mŰƲŽ ǮǸœǸŽǮ ǸƚœǸ ʣŰƵƞƼœǸŽ 
change is one of the most monumental, 
ůƵœǸœƽǸ ƵƞŽǮʤ98  and claims that 
ȘœŰŰƞƽœǸƞǇƽǮ œǧŽ ʣŶŽǮǸǧǇȟƞƽƓ ǸƚŽ ƚǾƼœƽ 
ƞƼƼǾƽŽ ǮȟǮǸŽƼʤʀ99  
YouTube regularly places Google ads 
promoting Gaia on  mŰƲŽʦǮ videos, and the 
adverts themselves feature narration 
from Icke. A package of show s offered 
by Gaia is also available for purchase on 
Amazon Prime. 100 

 
 
Apple TV and iTunes  
Like Amazon, Apple offers mŰƲŽʦǮ 
biographical film Renegade: The Life 
Story of D avid Icke at £5.49 to rent and 
£9.99 to buy. 101 Its iTunes store also 
ǇƒƒŽǧǮ œ ƽǾƼůŽǧ Ǉƒ mŰƲŽʦǮ ůǇǇƲǮ including 
æƚŽ ÕǇůǇǸǮʦ ÕŽůŽƵƵƞǇƽ102 which contains 
his claim that the US Government  
deliberately used a hepatitis vaccine 
ǮǸǾŶȟ ǸǇ ƞƽƒŽŰǸ ʣȟǇǾƽƓɺ șƚƞǸŽ ƼœƵŽ 
hoƼǇǮŽȞǾœƵǮʤ șƞǸƚ AIDS.103 
 

  






