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"The success of the institutional press as watchdog depends on
several things: government's belief that press disciosure of
government missteps will lead to public outrage or legislative
activity; the institufional capacity and resources of the press to
lifigate in order to constrain government and establish expressive
rights; and access to information. The bottom line is that the
press has to be seen as independent, powerful, and credible by a
number of imporiant actors, including the government, courts,
legislatures, whistlebldwers, and other poteatial sources. The
more compromised the press is, or at least is perceived to be, in
its independence, the greater the likelihood that it loses

credibility in the eyes of all these constituencies.™
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