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Last week, israel’'s Kan TV news program ran a segment revealing

that a UK Haredi Jew named Walter Soriano (Hebrew language

profile) was hired to obtain unsavory information that might weaken

the investigation against the prime minister. Soriano, once known to

workers in the prime minister’s office as “The Thug,” apparently has
been an intimate of the Israeli leader for decades and acted as his

"muscle” when needed. Kan produced a contract signed by Soriano

with unnamed parties listing the services he would provide including

HUMINT (physical and electronic surveiltance) tracking of the police.

The news segment noted that among those involved in the campaign

to uncover unsavory information were veterans of Israel’s IDF

HUMINT division, Unit 8200.




One former IDF special forces commander was paid nearly $30,000

per month for his services in_compiling useful information about

police officials involved in these cases."
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Hamas published photographs of #lsraeli agents
43 3:33 PM - Nov 22, 2018

44 peopie are talking about this
After the recent disastrous IDF raid in Gaza in which Sayeret Matkal Lt. Col. Mahmoud Kheirredine was
killed along with an entire Hamas security unit (six men and a battalion commander) wiped out, a war
nearly broke out between Israel and Hamas. The Palestinians launched hundreds of rockets in retaliation
both for the Israeli raid and killing of the Hamas militants. A Palestinian faborer was killed in southern
israel by one of the missiles. Several Israelis, including one soldier, were severely wounded. Through
intensive negotiation, Egypt persuaded both sides to stand down from a major conflict and calm was
restored.

The Israeli military
censor prohibited the
media from publishing
Kheiredding's name or
unit {though | did so
here), Such
suppression averted
the prying eyes of
journalists who might
question the planning
or execution of the
aborted mission.

Indeed, when the raid Israeli electronic panel abandoned by commando unit after it fled Gaza
was covered at all,

reporters commended

the soldiers for retrieving Kheireddine's body so it didn't fall into Hamas’ hands and become fodder for a
prisoner exchange. But no one, with the exception of Ronen Bergman, has questioned what went wrong, a
fundamental and critical aspect of the role of media in a democratic society. In today's Yediot, Bergman
excoriates the censor and military-intelligence apparatus for believing it can conceal either the operation
itself or its failure. He writes:

" Wwe must look into the eyes of this sad reailty [and admit] what happened in Gaza was a
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in Gaza, but Lebanon and Iran too. Also, for a covert commando operation to abandon its own ID cards,

thus permitting their exposure, seems another major fashla.

Analysis // Hamas Crowdsourcing Intel In comparing the low resolution image of Kheireddine
From Israeli Public With Photos of IDF  featured in my original blog post to the identity
Fighters Involved I Gaza Rl e, PhOMOS here, | believe his image is in the middle
e el st e ® Tl ol T s 0 vertical row toward the right with a beard and black
A | Qe e shirt or jacket. But!have not confirmed this. Several

Ny 33 rg edta

of the IDF soldiers were dressed {quite convincingly)
as women. Though | do wonder whether women in
Gaza would use makeup for their identity cards
photos. Hamas hopes to circulate the images among
tsraelis so that it may name the attackers and further
embarrass the army.

A similar tactic was used by Dubai against the

o et s et et e Mossad assassins who murdered Hamas weapons
Haaretz's censored version of the IDF identity dealer, Mahmoud al Mabouh in 2010. Using various
documents

fayers of surveillance and other intelligence data, the
police published passport images of every member
of the murder squad. They were also able to trace their path as they left the country and where they
went. The passports also exposed an unsavory Mossad practice of cloning passports of actual dual
citizens of Israel and various western countries. This resulted in the expulsion of the station chiefs in
several important western European capitals. Though the spy agency succeeded in killing their target,
they did so at very heavy cost in prestige. Not to mention that the élite assassination squad had 27 of its

operatives exposed and rendered permanently out of action.

The IDF has responded with the military censor prohibiting Israeli media from publishing the images of
the eight attackers and the vehicle they used to infiltrate Gaza. The censor holds an antiquated view of
the world in which Israel may be walled off from the rest of humanity and insulated from any possible
harm. In protest of this notion, | republish the tweet from Arab media which features these images. This
enables Israeli readers to see what should be freely available to them in their own media, but isn't.

| do this because | befieve there must be limits placed on israeli behavior. It may not act as if it has carte
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in Gaza with the attempted murder of  Attack Were Asleep, IDF Lies
Mohammed Deif and his fellow

H o d About Their Deaths

: amas militant commandears

Israel Sabotages Ceasefire Talks, Gaza War, Day 23: Nearly 1,300
Assassinating Hamas Commander, Gazans Dead; IDF Soldiers Killed
IDF Senior Commander Aiso Killed Yesterday in Hamas Attack Were

Asleep, IDF Lies About Their Deaths

Filed Under; Mideast Peace, Technology-Security

Tagged With: gaza, hamas, |srael Defense Forces, israeli assassinations, israeli censorship, mahmoud al mabounh,
mossad

You must read the comment rules carefully before publishing your first comment. First comments are
moderated tifl approved by author. Subsequent comments are published automaticaily.
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Anything goes for Israel to avoid an end of conflict, conceding, compromising, giving up sovereignty of some of the
land between the Jordan and the Sea . It has been and is war. Israel’s intransigence is the basis for Hamas
popularity/rule. Israel has succeeded in splitting or pushing the split of Palestinians seemingly irreparably. Hamas has
a right 1o defend itself which it does more and more smartly somehow getting materials for rockets when needed. to
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"BREAKING: Hamas Exposes ldentities of 1DF
Comnardos Who Nearly Started War.” Israeli censor
prohibits publishing huages of 1DT coummandos whao
raided Gaza in botched spy operation. They're published
here, hitps:/ Aoo/pyroPaauos https:/ ftoo/hdohReejde
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notice will be accessibia vin drect URL ami from your profie timehne for 14 days. Lo
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Twitter notice of second lockdown of my account in a single

day

TPZRILIT TVNQND DHTIXS Y 120091 0o

DONATE: One of the ways you can show your
defiance of the Zuckerbergs and Dorseys, who
fail their responsibility to a democratic society
and free press, is by supporting my work. If
you've given already, thanks so much! If you
haven't, what are you waiting for? Use the Paypal
and Network for Good buttons in the sidebar and
give as generously as you can.

Here’s the latest update on the social media
censors, who've been very busy today following
the trail of breadcrumbs offered them by the
{sraeii military censor. | woke up this morning to
find out that | was banned from both my Twitter

and Facebook accounts. Because | reposted to my Facebook account the same Gaza IDF commando
image which you see here (right), | was punished with a 24 hour suspension. During this time, | cannot
post anything to my account, though it is accessible to other users. Though there is a means of appealing

when Facebook disables your account. There does not appear to be a way to appeal when they suspend

your account. 1 wrote a protest to the Facebook press office, but it's had no impact.
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{left} contained the same content as the
tweet which originally caused my account to
be locked. | again refused to self-censor and
appealed. But!notice that unlike last time,
Twitter itself removed the tweet and it is no
longer accessible on my account.

i have no idea what's going on and why such
erratic decisions were made regarding rmy
case. If you are brave and willing to risk
disciplinary measures, | urge you to RT or
repost this content on both Facebook and
Twitter. They can't censor us all,

My free speech alternate Twitter account is
@richards105. You may post either to this

account or my locked account (it's not locked

SEARCH THE SITE

standards" it would consider further action against me.

'm posting ihis material again, precisely as { did belore. i you support me
please Share and Like this post. Facebook is caving to ridicutous israel:
censorship demands, when « should be standing up for its own usets’ free
speech nghts.
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RICHARDSRWVERSTEIN.CGM 1 BY RICHARD SUVERSTEIN
Israeli Commando Qperation Exploited Gaza Humanitarian

PRERCAERInT

Reposting of Facebook content earned me 24 hour suspension

to you), @richards1052. You may also post to my Facebook account. As | cannot post to either of these
two accounts, | ask you to post this to your own social media accounts so the damage of censoring me is

mitigated.

Related

Eé:ri‘Big Brother, Israeli Censor, to

A postyou mode contains content that viplates our

Monitor Journalists' Social Tesrns of Use. This resssge Serves as 2 warning
. hdditional wiglatioas will result in the tarmination of
Media Accounts your account. Please read our Terms catefuliy and
rafrain from posting abusive matesia in the futuce,
Big Brother, [sraeili Censor, to Monitor Thanks in advance ter yaur understanding and
© cooperslich.

Journafists' Social Media Accounis

il have read the message abuve

Facebook, Twitter Impose Israeli Wide-Ranging Social Media
Military Censorship on Thelr Crackdown on Content Criticizing
Platforms Israel

Filed Under: Mideast Peace

Tagged With: censorship, facebook, free-speech, social media, twitter
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If Israeli Police Take Down Bibi, Don't Expect Much
Good to Come of It

February 18, 2018 By Richard Silverstein — 1 Comment

Share
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5 23

NOTE: Middle East Eye published a condensed version of this piece earlier this week. This version is both

expanded and updated with news developments reported since it was first published.

It looks like Bibi
Netanyahu's long
history of skirting
corruption charges
may be running out.
The guy has been
accused and
investigated for
various shady
schemes for decades.
Twenty years ago,
police even declared

him so implicated that  Case 4000: Bezeq CEO Shaul Elovitch, accused of bartering millions in regulatory retief for
they recommended he favorable coverage of Sara Netanyahu in Bezeq's media portal, Walla.

be charged. But like _
the cat with nine lives, he's escaped every entanglement. But not this time.

Case 1000: Cigars for Cars

https:fiwww.richardsilverstein.com/2018/02/18/israeli-police-take-bibi-dont-expect-much-good-come/ 19
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and Packer were also courting Bibi for assistance in creating a free trade zone bordering Israel, the West
Bank and Jordan. The deal would've netted them huge profits through manufacturing cheap Indian cars
for Tata Motors, whose CEQ, Ratan Tata, was also on the take. They would've benefited in part from the

cheap labor they could exploit from a desperate Palestinian and Jordanian labor pool.

This is a perfect example of how the Israeli economic systermn works. It's a nation state turned into a souk
in which everything is for sale, including national henor. It's commerce as hondeling, a system designed
to benefit the oligarchs and screw the little people, whether they're Jews or Palestinians.

Returning to Milchan, he has a checkered history as an Israeli intelligence asset. He has publicly
acknowledged the role he played in successfully stealing U.S. nuclear triggers from a manufacturing
facility in Pennsylvania in the 1960s. He helped set up the front companies which the Israelis used in
completing their theft and then shipping the stolen items back to Israel. There they were used to create

the first nuclear weapon at its Dimona plant.

Milchan provided $250,000 in goodies for the prime minister and his wife including their favorite brands of
pink champagne, fine cigars and jewelry in return for Netanyahu lobbying John Kerry to renew Milchan's
U.S. residency visa. Packer offered $50,000 in goodies, including front row seats for Sarah Netanyahu to
attend Mariah Carey concerts, while son, Yair enjoyed complimentary stays in his Tel Aviv condominium.
The son also took vacations at the Australian billionaire’s expense, even using his own private plane. In
return, Packer sought the elder Netanyahu's assistance in obtaining an Israeli residency visa. He planned
to take up residence in Israel in order to skirt the Australian tax man,

Case 2000 Quid Pro Quo: Obsession with Favorable Media Coverage

In Case 2000, Netanyahu conspired with the then-publisher of one of Israel’s leading daily newspapers,
Yediot Achronot, to publish favorable coverage of him (the paper was known as a strong critic of his
policies) in return for an agreement that |srael HaYom, Israel's most popular daily (owned by Sheldon
Adelson) would stop publishing its weekend edition. Adelson’s paper, popularly known as Bibiton (Bibi-
news), is free. That offers an insurmountable competitive obstacle to other Israeli dailies, which don't

have billionaire deep-pocket owners.

Bibiton regularly published fawning coverage of the Israeli prime minister and was launched to promote
his political career. SInce this news broke Adelson, who subsidized the paper to the tune of nearly $200-
million, has broken with Netanyahu and coverage in Israel HaYom has become decidedly less favorable to

hirm.

https:fiwww.richardsilverstein.com/2018/02/18/israeti-police-take-bibi-dent-expect-much-good-tome/
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enveloped Netanyahu himself,
though that could happen. in the
first (Case 3000), the prime
minister’s personal lawyer
engaged in a scheme torig

Case 3000; Capt. Bibi trying to find where the bodies and the $2.5-billion are bidding on the Israeli purchase of

buried German nuclear-armed Dolphin

submarines. The lawyer and the

Israeli representative of the
German submarine manufacturer, Thyssen Krupp, allegedly pocketed up to 20% of a $2.5-billion contract
thanks to the collaboration of the German company in the chicanery. It's curious that the German
government has hesitated to begin its own investigation claiming the Israeli authorities have refused to
codperate in the proceedings.

Case 4000: Saving Bezeg Millions in Return for Flattering Israel’s Lady Macbeth

Case 4000 involves the former CEQ of Israel’s leading telecommunications company, Bezeq. He is
accused of arranging with Netanyahu’s appointee in the Communications ministry to offer favorable
regulatory rulings to Bezeq worth "hundreds of millions of shekels” in return for favorable coverage in
Bezeq's online news portal, Walla. Though for many months this particular charge seemed on the back
burner, in the past two days the |sraeli police have announced they are assuming responsibility for this
investigation from the securities authorities. Haaretz has also reported that new evidence has surfaced
to prove culpability of both government officials and Bezeq executives. Yesterday, Israeli media reported
that both the communication ministry’s director general and chief counsel were arrested along with
several company officials, This case is now on the front burner. My post goes into further detail here.

Both the Yediot Achronot and Bezeq cases exhibit how obsessed Bibi is about manipulation of the media.
In the Bezeq case, the flattering PR wasn't even intended to benefit him. Rather, it was meant to flatter his
l.ady Sara Macbeth. Remember too, that Israel HaYom (“Bibiton") was originally intended as an entire
newspaper devoted to promaoting Bibi's policies, career and prime ministership. Sheldon Adelson bought
this bauble for Bibi and has financed it to the tune of $200-million over the years.

Tyrants like Hitler, Putin and others have proven how critical it is to control the media and the message it
offers the populace. If there is an independent media, it poses an obstacle to total control and
manipulation. In Bibi's case, he permits a weakened free press, mortally wounded by Adelson’s
monopolistic media empire. It doesn't threaten the Israeli leader in its debilitated state.

https:/fwww.richardsilverstein.com/2018/02/18/israeli-police-lake-bibi-doni-expect-much-goog-come/
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There is another shocking aspect to these investigations. Netanyahu doesn’t shy from a fight. In fact, it
brings out his political pugilist impulses. The police have accused him of hiring private investigators to
“tail” them and to monitor their phone communications, seeking “dirt” that might be used to impeach the
police investigation. To be more precise, the police haven't directly accused the prime minister of directing
this conspiracy. But they have implied it.

The strategy of police commissioner Roni Alsheikh seems quite ingenious. He's developed not just one
case or two, knowing how creative Netanyahu is in escaping from previous investigations. He's
investigating four separate cases against him. This way, if one fails, there are three more, any one of
which could lead to his indictment, conviction and imprisonment.

He's also developing these cases slowly and deliberately, anticipating that each new announcement of
evidence or state witnesses against Bibi adds yet another drip to the Chinese water torture targeting the
prime minister. It's death by a thousand leaks.

Walter Soriano: Bibi's Bully

Last week, Israel’s Kan TV news program ran a
segment revealing that a UK Haredi Jew
named Walter Soriano (Hebrew language
profile) was hired to obtain unsavory
information that might weaken the
investigation against the prime minister.
Soriano, once known to workers in the prime
minister's office as “The Thug,” apparently has
been an intimate of the Israeli leader for

decades and acted as his “muscle” when Only known picture of Walter Soriano, here mourning the death
needed. Kan produced a contract signed by of his rebbe.

Soriano with unnamed parties listing the
services he would provide including HUMINT (physical and electronic surveillance) tracking of the police.

The news segment noted that among those involved in the campaign to uncover unsavory information
were veterans of Israel’s IDF HUMINT division, Unit 8200. One of its staples is bugging Palestinian
telecommunications to identify people with vulnerabilities (infidelity, homosexuality, terminal illness) who
might be recruited as Shabak spies. You can imagine what these investigators were tasked with regarding
their police targets.

https://www.richardsilverstein.com/2018/02/18B/israeli-poiice-take-bibi-dont-expect-much-good-come/ 449
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on his female victim/accusers, that's because it is. With the additional unprecedented phenomenon of an
Israeli prime minister suspected of major acts of corruption and self dealing, turning the tables on law
enforcement and investigating the investigators.

No previous Israeli criminal suspect has had the power and the nerve to engage in such behavior. it shows
just how corrupt Israel has become under twelve years of Netanyahu rule.

Netanyahu has even produced a creative argument against his accusers in the police which Trump hasn't
(yet) thought of: the police investigation is fatally flawed because the fact that someone (not him, of

course) has been pursuing them has caused the police to be biased against him. That's a have-your-cake-
and-eat-it-too argument: | didn't hire Soriano, but the fact that someone did, means the case against me is

fatally flawed.
Indictment: Will They or Won't They? And Does it Matter?

Where do things go from here? After the police recommendation, the attorney general, another hand-
picked Netanyahu figure who was once his cabinet secretary, must determine whether to open a case
against him. If he does, an indictment is in the offing (though the final decision could take as long as a
year). Once that happens, Netanyahu becomes quite vulnerable. No sitting prime minister has ever
withstood such a legal development and remained in power. Ehud Olmert was the last PM who faced this

predicament, and he resigned.

Bibi has adamantly stated he would never resign if he was indicted. But the decision may not be up to
him. If his coalition partners stand firm behind him, he may withstand the chalienge. But if they don't (as

happened to Olmert), he will fall.

Much will depend on the will of the people: if there are massive demonstrations against Bibi (so far
protests have been regular, but not huge) then his political partners may relent and abandon him.

if Mandelblit refuses to indict, that will open a complicated can of worms, in which many in Israel will see
his refusal as a crooked deal by one crony to benefit his political godfather. That will undoubtedly arouse
immense anger within Israel. Though just how much remains to be seen.

It's very important not to resort to the sort of Cassandra Effect many in the liberal (Zionist) media will
adopt: Bibi is falling; this could be an opening for a new prime minister who will be more open to
compromise and a peace deal with Palestinians. You'll read that headline in the New York Times, possibly
the Washington Post, maybe in the Guardian. Don't believe it for a minute. It's not going to happen.

hitps:/iwww.richardsilverstein.com/2018/02/18/israeli-police-take-bibi-dont-expect-much-good-come/ 5/¢
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Whoever his successor may be he (whoever he may be), like all of his predecessors in that chair, will never
undertake the type of compromises necessary to broker a successful peace deal. Whoever replaces
Netanyahu will offer more of the same. Perhaps he will sound different or look different. But underneath,
he will offer the same refusals, the same rejection as Bibi. The unfortunate truth is that no Israeli political
leader and the electorate at large are unwilling to make the compromises necessary to achieve peace.
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language profile] was hired to ohtain unsavory information

that might weaken the investigation against the prime
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minister. Soriane, once known to workers in the prime
minister's office as “The Thug,” apparently has been an
intimate of the Israeli leader for decades and acted as his

“muscie” when needed. Kan_produced a_contract signed by

Soriano with unnamed parties listing the services he would

provide including  HUMINT _ (physical _and  electrenic

survelllance) tracking of the police.

The news segment noted that among those involved in the

campaign to uncover unsavory information were veterans of

israel’s IDE HUMINT division, Unit 8200,

One former IDF special forces commander was_paid nearly

530,000 per month for his services in compiling_useful

information ahout police officials involved in thess cases.”
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Last week, israel’s Kan TV news program ran a segment

revealing that a UK Haredi Jew named Wakter Soriano {Hebrew

lanpuage profile] was hired to obtain unsavory information

that might weaken the investigation against the prime
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minister. Soriano, ence known to workers in the prime
minister's office as “The Thug,” apparently has been an
intimate of the lsraell leader for decades and acted as his

"muscle” when needed. Kan produced a contract signed by

Soriang_with unhamed parties listing the services he would

provide including HUMINT {physical and electronic

surveillance) tracking of the police.

The news segment noted that among those involved in the

campaign to uncover unsavory information were veterans of

Israel's IDF HUMINT division, Unit 8200.

One former IDF special forces commander was paid nearly

$30,000 per month for his services in comuiling useful

information ahout police officials involved in these cases."
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If Israeli Police Take Down Bibi, Don't Expect Much
Good to Come of It

February 18, 2018 By Richard Sitverstein — 1 Comyiment
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NOTE: Middle East Eye published a condensed version of this piece easfier this week, This version is both
expanded and updated with news developments reported since it was first published.

It looks like Bibi
MNetanyahu's fong
history of skirting
corruption charges
may he running out.
The guy has been
accused and
investigated for
various shady
schemes for decades.
Twenty years ago,
police even declared _ :
him so implicated that  Gase 4000: Bezeq CEO Shaul Elovitch, accused of bartering millions in regulatory relief for
they recommended he favorable coverage of Sara Netanyahu in Bezeq's media portal, Walla.

be charged, But like

the cat with nine lives, he's escaped every entanglement. But not this time.

Case 1000. Cigars for Cars

hiips:fwww.richardsilversiein.com/201 8/02/18fisragli-police-lake-bibi-doni-expect-much-good-come!
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and Packer were also courting Bibi for assistance in creating a free trade zone hordering Israel, the West
Bank and Jordan. The deal would've netied them huge profits through manufacturing cheap Indian cars
for Tata Motors, whose CEQ, Ratan Tata, was also on the take. They would've benefited in part from the
cheap labor they could exploit from a desperate Palestinian and Jordanian labor pool.

This is a perfect example of how the Israeli economic system works, it's a nation state turned into a souk
in which everything is for sale, including national honor. It's commerce as hondeling; a system designed
to benefit the oligarchs and screw the little people, whether they're Jews or Palestinians,

Returning to Milchan, he has a checkered history as an Israeli intelligence asset. He has publicly
acknowiedged the rote he played in successfully stealing U.S. nuclear triggers from a manufacturing
facility in Pennsylvania in the 1960s. He helped set up the front companies which the Israelis used in
completing their theft and then shipping the stolen items back to Israel. There they were used to create
the first nucltear weapon at its Dimona plant.

Milchan provided $250,000 in goodies for the prime minister and his wife including their favorite brands of
pink champagne, fine cigars and jewelry in return for Netanyahu lobbying John Kerry to renew Milchan's
U.S. residency visa. Packer offered $50,000 in goodies, including from row seats for Sarah Netanyahu to
aftend Mariah Carey concerts, while son, Yair enjoyed complimentary stays in his Tel Aviv condominium.
The son also took vacations at the Australian billionaire’s expense, even using his own private plane. in
return, Packer sought the elder Netanyahu's assistance in obtaining an Israeli residency visa. He planned
to talke up residence in Israel in order to skirt the Australian tax man.

Case 2000 Quid Fro Quo. Obsession with Favorable Media Coverage

fn Case 2000, Netanyahu conspired with the then-publisher of one of Israel’s leading daily newspapers,
Yediot Achronot, to publish favorable coverage of him {the paper was known as a strong critic of his
policies) in return for an agreement that Israel +HaYom, Israel’'s most popudar daily (owned by Sheldon
Adelson) would stop publishing its weekend edition. Adelson's paper, poputarly known as Bibiton (Bibi-
news), is free. That offers an insurmountable competitive ohstacle to other israeli dailies, which don't

have billionaire deep-pocket owners,

Bibiten regularly published fawning coverage of the Israeli prime minister and was launched to promote
his political career. Since this news broke Adelson, who subsidized the paper 1o the tune of nearly $200-
million, has broken with Netanyahu and coverage in Israel HaYom has become decidedly less favorable to
him,

nltpsifwvaw richardsitversiein.con2018/02/18/israeli-pafice-lake-bibi-donl-expacl-much-goad-come/ 24
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enveloped Netanyahu himself,
though that could happen. In the
first (Case 3000), the prime
minister's personal lawyer
engaged in a scheme to rig

Case 3000: Capt. Bibi trying to find where the bodies and the $2.5-billion are bidding on the lsraeli purchase of
buried German nuclear-armed Dolphin
submarines. The lawyer and the
israeli representative of the
German submarine manufacturer, Thyssen Krupp, allegedly pocketed up to 20% of a $2.5-hillion contract
thanks to the collaboration of the German company in the chicanery. It's curious that the German
government has hesitated to begin its own investigation claiming the Israeli authorities have refused to
colperate in the proceedings.

Case 4000: Saving Bezeq Millions in Return for Flattering Israel’s Lady Macbeth

Case 4000 involves the former CEO of Israel's leading telecommunications company, Bezeq. e is
accused of arranging with Netanyahu's appointee in the Comemunications ministry to offer favorable
regulatory rulings to Bezeq worth “hundreds of millions of shekels” in return for favorable coverage in
Bezeq's online news portal, Walla. Though for many months this particular charge seemed on the back
burner, in the past two days the Israeli police have announced they are assuming responsibility for this
investigation from the securities authorities. Haaretz has also reported that new evidence has surfaced
1o prove culpability of both government officials and Bezeq executives. Yesterday, Israeli media reported
that both the communication ministry’s director general and chief counsel were arrested along with

several company officials. This case is now on the front burner. My post goes into further detail here.

Both the Yediot Achronot and Bezeq cases exhibit how obsessed Bibi is about manipulation of the media.
In the Bezeq case, the flattering PR wasn'l even intended to benefit him. Rather, it was meant to flatter his
Lady Sara Macheth. Remember too, that Israel Fla¥Yom ("Bibilon”) was originally intended as an entire
newspaper devoted to promoting Bibi's policies, career and prime ministership. Sheldon Adelson bought
this bauble for Bibi and has financed it to the tune of $200-million over the years.

Tyrants like Hitler, Putin and others have proven how critical it is to control the media and the message it
offers the populace. If there is an independent media, it poses an obstacle 1o total control and
manipulation. In Bibi's case, he permits a weakened free press, mortally wounded by Adelson’s
monopelistic media empire. # doesn't threaten the Israeli ieader in its debilitated state.

hitps:iwww richardsilverstein.com/201 8/02/18/israeli-police-take-bibi-dont-expecl-much-good-come/
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There is another shocking aspect to these investigations. Netanyahu doesn't shy from a fight. In fact, it
brings out his political pugilist impulses. The police have accused him of hiring private investigators to
“tail” them and to monitor their phone communications, seeking “dirt” that might be used to impeach the
police investigation. To be more precise, the police haven't directly accused the prime minister of directing
this conspiracy. But they have irnplied it.

The strategy of police commissioner Roni Alsheikh seems quite ingenious. He's developed not just one
case or two, knowing how creative Netanyahu is in escaping from previous investigations. He's
investigating four separate cases against him. This way, if one fails, there are three mere, any one of
which could lead to his indictment, conviction and imprisonment.

te's also developing these cases slowly and deliberately, anticipating that each new anncuncement of
evidence or state witnesses against Bibi adds yet another drip to the Chinese water torture targeting the
prime minister. It's death by a thousand leaks.

Walter Soriano: Bibi's Bully

Last week, Israel's Kan TV news program ran a
segment revealing that a UK Haredi Jew
named Walter Soriano (Hebrew language
profile) was hired to obtain unsavory
information that might weaken the
investigation against the prime minister.
Soriano, once known to workers in the prime
minister's office as “The Thug,” apparently has
been an intimate of the Israeli leader for

decades and acted as his “muscle” when

Only known picture of Walter Soriano, here mourning the death
needed. Kan produced a contract signed by of his rebbe,

Sortano with unnamed parties listing the

services he would provide including HUMINT (physical and electronic surveillance) tracking of the police.

The news segment nhoted that among those involved in the campaign {0 uncover unsavory information
were veterans of Israel's IDF HUMINT division, Unit 8200, One of its staples is bugging Palestinian
telecommunications 1o identify people with vulnerahilities (infidelity, hornosexuality, terminal illness) who
might be recruited as Shabak spies. You can imagine what these investigators were tasked with regarding
their police targets.

ntipshwww richardsilversiain.com/2018/2/1 8israeli-police-1ake-hibi-dont-expect-much-good-come/ <19
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on his female victim/accusers, that's because it is. With the additional unprecedented phenomenen of an
Israelt prime minister suspected of major acts of corruption and self dealing, turning the tables on law
enforcement and investigating the investigators,

No previous Israeli criminal suspect has had the power and the nerve to engage in such hehavior. It shows
just how corrupt Israel has become under twelve years of Netanyahu rule.

Netanyahu has even produced a creative argument against his accusers in the paolice which Trump hasn't
(yet) thought of: the police investigation is fatally flawed because the fact that someane {(not him, of
course) has been pursuing them has caused the police to be biased against him. That's a have-your-cake-
and-eat-it-too argument: | didn't hire Scriano, but the fact that someone did, means the case against me is
fatally flawed.

Indictrnent: Will They or Won't They? And Does it Matter?

Where do things go from here? After the police recommendation, the attorney general, another hand-
picked Netanyahu figure who was once his cabinet secretary, must determine whether to open a case
against him. If he does, an indictment is in the offing (though the final decision could take as long as a
vear). Once that happens, Netanyahu becomes guite vulnerable. No sitting prime minister has ever
withstood such a legal development and remained in power. Ehud Olmert was the last PM who faced this
predicament, and he resigned.

Bibi has adamantly stated he would never resign if he was indicted. But the decision may not be up o
him. If his coalition partners stand firm behind him, he may withstand the challenge. But if they don't (as
happened to Olmert), he will fall,

Much will depend on the will of the people: if there are massive demonstrations against Bibi {(so far
protests have been regular, but not huge) then his political partners may relent and abandon him.

if Mandelblit refuses to indict, that will open a complicated can of worms, in which many in Israef will see
his refusal as a crooked deal by one crony to benefit his political godfather. That wilt undoubtedly arouse
immense anger within israel. Though just how much remains 1o be seen.

It's very important not to resort to the sort of Cassandra Effect many in the liberal (Zionist) media wili
adopt: Bibiis falling; this could be an opening for a new prime minister who wiil be more open to
compromise and a peace deal with Palestinians. You'll read that headline in the New York Times, possibly
the Washington Post, maybe in the Guardian. Don't believe it for a minute. It's not going to happen.

hlips:fhwww.richardsilversiein. comy2018/02/1Bfisraeli-police-take-bibi-donl-expect-much-good-come/
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all.

Whoever his successor may be he {whoever he may be), like all of his predecessors in that chair, will never
undertake the type of compromises necessary to broker a successful peace deal. Whoever replaces
Netanyahu will offer more of the same. Perhaps he will sound different or look different. But underneath,
he will offer the same refusals, the same rejection as Bibi. The unfortunate truth is that no lsraeli political
leader and the electorate at large are unwilling 1o make the compromises necessary to achisve peace.
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