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"That facts are not secure in the hands of power is obvious, but the point here is that power, by
its very nature, can never produce a substitute for the secure stability of factual reality, which,
because it is past, has grown into a dimension beyond our reach. Facts assent themselves by being
stubborn, and their fragility is oddly combined with great resiliency - the same irreversibility
that is the hallmark of all human action. In their stubbornness, facts are superior to power; they
are less transitory than power formations, which arise when men get together for a purpose but
disappear as soon as the purpose is either achieved or lost. This transitory character makes
power a highly unreliable instrument for achieving permanence of any kind, and, therefore, not

only truth and facts are insecure in its hands but untruth and non-facts as well."

TRUTH AND POLITICS by Hannah Arendt

Originally published in The New Yorker, February 25, 1967, and reprinted with minor changes in Between Past and Future
(1968) and The Portable Hannah Arendt edited by Peter Baier (2000) and Truth: Engagements Across Philosophical
Traditions edited by Medina and Wood (2005)
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vPropaganda is the deliberate, systematic attempt to shape perceptions,
manipulate cognitions, and direct behavior to achieve a response that furthers
the desired intent of the propagandist”
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1 Vaughn, S. (1989). garth s. jowett and victoria o'donnell. Propaganda and Persuasion. Newbury Park, Calif.: Sage. 1986



Deliberate,

We use it because propaganda is carefully thought out ahead of time to select
what will be the most effective strategy to promote an ideology and maintain an
advantageous position

Systematic.

Systematic complements deliberate because it means “precise and methodical,
carrying out something with organized regularity

Shaping Perceptions

Shaping perceptions is usually attempted through language and images...
Perception is dependent on our attitudes toward issues and our feelings about
them... As perceptions are shaped, cognitions may be manipulated
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It is not misinformation that is merely misguided or erroneous information.
Disinformation is made up of news stories deliberately designed to weaken
adversaries and planted in newspapers by journalists who are actually secret
»agents of a foreign country
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If somebody had at this moment the magic key that would open the Soviet bloc
intelligence safes and looked into the files of secret agents operating in Western
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countries, he would be surprised. A relatively high percentage of secret agents
are journalists. ... There are newspapers around the world penetrated by the
.(24 'nya ow) ”Communist Intelligence services
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