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MINISTER OF PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND DIASPORA AFFAIRS
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2012 N 09

Dear friends around the world, 2012-5739 : NNDINON

Two years ago, the Ministry of Public Diplomacy And Diaspora Affairs with MFA,
launched a new dynamic project called “Faces of Israel”. This is a project that
introduces real people from Israel to their peers abroad. By bringing Israelis from all
walks of life to various communities and college campuses in the United States and
Canada, a different side of Israel is showcased. Our Ministry sends these "Peer2Peer
Ambassadors" because non-governmental representatives are far more effective than
both professional speakers and official government representatives.

In March and September 2011, we launched delegations to the United States and
Canada. Throughout these efforts, we visited dozens of campuses and communities
and spoke to thousands of people over the course of a week. As this experience
unfolded, Israelis were able to share their own personal stories. These narratives
varied from the story of Ethiopian Jews to Israeli-Arabs, religious individuals,
soldiers and many other Israelis from diverse backgrounds.

This year, from February 26™-March 4™, we are planning to launch another (and
even larger) delegation of “Faces of Israel.” Some 60 Israelis, divided into 10 groups,
will travel through the United States, Britain, Spain, Ireland and Canada. attending
various events with the hope of bringing the message of the true Israel to as many
people as possible.

We are kindly asking you for your assistance in facilitating this ambitious
program. We would be very pleased if you were to take this unique opportunity
and invite one of the delegations to your community, synagogue, or campus.

We will be happy to speak with you directly and schedule an event that will surely
present Israel in an enriching and meaningful way. For further clarifications or
suggestions, please contact Shay Attias (Senior Director for Public Diplomacy) at:
shaya@pmo.gov.il or +972-26587-112.

Best wishes,

MK Yuli Edelstein Ronen Plot
Minister of Public Diplomacy Director-General
And Diaspora Affairs

Ministry of Public Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs, Kaplan 3, Jerusalem
Office 972-2-6587100 Fax 972-2-6587118
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Faces of Israel-
Telling Israel’s personal story

In the recent years, Israel has become one of the most watched and talked about countries in
the world — but the news and headlines often paint the picture in only black and white. But
who is Israel really? Who makes up the unique fabric of Israel’s society, and how do they
feel about their lives in such a news-worthy country?

These people are the “Faces of Israel”, a unique project lead by the Israeli Ministry of Public
Diplomacy & Diaspora Affairs, who sends them to tell a story of a pluralist country, therefore
you will find among them a variety of political opinions and a spectrum of views on other
topics as well. “Faces of Israel” brings Israelis from all modes of Israeli life to tell their
personal stories, their history, and their connection to Israel. Last year, Faces of Israel was
only three delegations which spoke in four cities. Now, Faces of Israel is made up of sixty
delegates and will be presenting in over twenty different cities across the United States,
Canada, and Europe.

The delegations are made up of the GRAIN of Israel; former soldiers, Ethiopians, Muslims,
Orthodox Jews, Christians, members of the gay community, and more. They have been
chosen as delegates out of hundreds of nominees due to their remarkable personal stories and
experiences of Israel, to discuss the laughter and tears that they experience in such a
tumultuous country and to answer questions personally and truthfully — an aspect that the
news too often seems to miss.

“Faces of Israel” is currently being offered as a free program and will be touring from
February 23" to March 3.

The program is quickly being picked up all over the country so please contact us at
margaritas@pmo.gov.il .
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